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AAEEGG  SSaaccrraammeennttoo  SSeeccttiioonn  
 

Meeting Announcement 

Tuesday, February 22, 2011 

 
Location:   Aviator’s Restaurant, Sacramento Executive Airport 

6151 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento, CA.  

Lots of free parking!  Link to map 

 

Speaker: John Russell, State Water Resources Control Board 

 

Topic: "Changes to the Underground Storage (UST) Tank 

Cleanup Fund"  

Agenda:   5:30–6:30pm – Social hour 

6:30-7:30pm – Dinner  

7:30-8:30pm – Speaker – John Russell 

8:30-8:45pm – Questions and Response 

Meeting Cost: $30 members (with RSVP) and $35 non-members  

There will be a $3 surcharge for no RSVP  

$10 students (no surcharge for student walk-ins)   

The FIRST 5 students to RSVP are free.  

 

Student Sponsorships always welcomed! Sponsor a student for $20 

 

You may RSVP by going to -- http://www.aegsacto.org  or by sending 

an email to: Tim.McCrink@conservation.ca.gov 
  

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=6151+Freeport+Blvd,+Sacramento,+CA+95822&sll=38.511389,-121.502254&sspn=0.010108,0.017424&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=6151+Freeport+Blvd,+Sacramento,+California+95822&ll=38.515148,-121.500227&spn=0.010107,0
http://www.aegsacto.org/
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Abstract for talk to AEG Sacramento Section - Feb. 22, 2011 

"Changes to the Underground Storage (UST) Tank Cleanup Fund" 

 

John Russell, PG 

UST Cleanup Fund, Manager 

State Water Resources Control Board 

jrussell@waterboards.ca.gov 

 

This presentation is intended to provide an update on UST Cleanup Fund 

activities, in particular, implementation of the new business model that the 

Fund has adopted in response to an external audit.  This audit was prompted 

by recent revenue and cash flow problems, and identified areas of program 

administration where improvements could be made.   

In addition, there will be updates on the new School District Account, Orphan 

Site Cleanup Fund, and the federal American Recovery & Reinvestment Act 

("ARRA") funds used for petroleum UST brown-fields. 

 

Background:  Federal and state laws require every owner and operator of a 

petroleum underground storage tank (UST) to maintain financial responsibility to 

pay for any damages arising from their tank operations. 

 

The Barry Keene Underground Storage Tank Cleanup Fund Act of 1989 was 

created by the California Legislature, and is administered by the California 

State Water Resources Control Board, to provide a means for petroleum UST 

owners and operators to meet the federal and state requirements. The Fund 

also assists a large number of small businesses and individuals by providing 

reimbursement for unexpected and catastrophic expenses associated with the 

cleanup of leaking petroleum USTs. 

 

In addition, the Fund also provides money to the Regional Water Quality 

Control Boards and local regulatory agencies to abate emergency situations or 

to cleanup abandoned sites that pose a threat to human health, safety, and 

the environment, as a result of a petroleum release from a UST. 
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Greetings fellow AEG members, 

As the New Year gets underway the section is off to a great start.  We had a good turnout for our January meeting, 

where Glenn Borchardt showed us how to build a house on an active fault.  We also changed a few officers.  Eric Chase 

stepped up to a position on the Board of Directors of the AEG Foundation, and I became chairman of the section.  

I would like to thank Eric Chase for all his hard work as chairman, for his continued help showing me the ropes, and 

especially for his tireless efforts working with Michelle Buller to ensure that our Field Expo this coming April will be a 

great success.  Chase White is now the secretary of the section, Bill Fraser heads up our legislative committee, and Holly 

Nichols is the newsletter editor.  Judging from the wonderful job she has done on this issue of the newsletter she is 

definitely the right person for the job.  Teresa Butler will be leading our efforts to increase our membership, and 

Michelle Buller will be chairing our Field Exploration Expo on April 22.  Pete Holland, Tim McCrink, and Drew Kennedy 

continue on as our section vice chair, treasurer, and scholarship chair respectively, and John Pfeiffer is still helping out as 

past chair and staying active on the legislative committee.  The names and contact information for all section officers 

and committee chairs are listed at the end of this newsletter. 

On February 2, Bill Fraser (chairman of our section’s Legislative Committee) and I had a chance to meet with our lobbyist 

Ms. Judy Wolan.  Judy showed us the ropes at the State Capitol while we started the process of tracking the various bills 

introduced in the Assembly and Senate that are important to our section members.  We also got to sit down with 

Mr. Bill Gauge, the chief consultant for the Senate Business, Professions, and Economic Development Committee, who 

shared with us some of the background and his views of the current sunset review of the BPELSG (yes, as of January 

BPELS has been renamed the Board of Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists).  Bill will share some 

more details and provide an update of the legislative committee’s efforts at our February meeting.  If you have an 

interest in geology and public policy, please touch base with any member of the legislative committee. 

One of the most exciting activities we have planned this year is our Field Exploration Expo on April 22.  Please mark the 

date on your calendars to come and see all the latest developments in drilling and sampling technology.  Proceeds will 

go to our section’s scholarship fund. 

So far 2011 looks like it will be a banner year for the Sacramento Section and I look forward to seeing each of you at our 

February meeting and especially at the Field Exploration Expo on April 22. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Garry Maurath, Chair 
AEG Sacramento Section 
916.679.2002 
Garry_maurath@urscorp.com 
  

Chairman’s Message – February 2011 

mailto:Garry_maurath@urscorp.com
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2011 Field Exploration Expo 
 

Your section is giving away the last of the extant funds at this 

year’s Student Night in the form of annual scholarships.  In 

order to fund future scholarships, plus field trips, short courses, 

and other member benefits, we will be hosting the AEG 

Sacramento Section 2011 Field Exploration Expo. The event will 

be held at the Wildlands Fire Training Center at McClellan 

Business Park on Friday April 22, 2011.   

Click here for link to map. 

   

This will be a great event!  It was a huge success five years ago 

and we hope it will be as good or better this year.  But we 

need your help.   We are seeking volunteers to assist us with 

various discrete tasks.  We need people to contact potential 

vendors (drilling companies, backhoe companies, 

geophysical service providers, mobile laboratory companies, 

downhole instrumentation vendors, equipment rental vendors, 

etc.).  The vendors will be given the opportunity to present 

programs featuring their technologies and capabilities 

throughout the day.  

   

We also need people to create signs and nametags, to assist 

in preparation and reproduction of the agenda, to procure 

power strips, extension cords, projectors (typically these are 

loaners), to arrange food for the morning break, lunch, and 

afternoon break, to assist with renting booth curtains, racks, 

folding tables, etc.  

   

Calling all hands, we need your help!  Please contact Michelle 

Buller, who is coordinating the volunteers pool at: 

marketprowest@gmail.com 
 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=&daddr=38.661982,-121.38729&hl=en&geocode=&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=18&sll=38.661805,-121.386239&sspn=0.003009,0.005895&ie=UTF8&ll=38.661587,-121.385236&spn=0.008512,0.023582&t=h&z=16
https://ssl.water.ca.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=mrsbmapp20302.ad.water.ca.gov+redir.aspx?C=90be6905a0874fc29eaaf562f2e57bae&URL=mailto%3amarketprowest%40gmail.com
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OPPORTUNITIES!! 

Jobs 

Sr. Project Manager VESTRA Resources, Inc. is seeking applicants for a Senior Project Manager for its multi-disciplinary 

environmental consulting group.  We are looking for an innovative thinker that enjoys regulatory and technical 

challenges, has a desire to solve problems, and likes to work outside of the box.  The selected candidate will manage 

environmental permitting, site investigation, remedial design and CWA compliance projects. Must provide a high level 

of technical competency in field of study on in-house projects and in mentoring junior staff.  Candidate must have a 

minimum 15 years experience in environmental consulting, technical work and project management.  Candidate must 

hold a BS degree in hydrology, geology, environmental science, engineering, or related technical field; preference to 

M.S. VESTRA develops solutions for our clients that are innovative, creative and cost effective. Creative, logical 

thinking and client focus is applied to every project.  

Requires license of Professional Geologist, Professional Engineer or Engineering Geologist in California.  Must have 

extensive knowledge of regulations applicable to environmental work in the state including:  Porter Cologne Water 

Quality Control Act, CCR Titles 14, 22, 23, 26 and 27, Clean Water Act, CERCLA & RCRA.  Knowledge of CEQA/NEPA 

helpful.  Superior written and oral communication skills are a must. Experience with regulatory agencies and 

understanding of the regulatory process in California required.  

Send letter of interest, resume, and salary history to human resources at jobs@vestra.com  or fax (530) 223-1145.  Visit 

website for more information www.vestra.com                                

Short Course  

https://ssl.water.ca.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=mrsbmapp20302.ad.water.ca.gov+redir.aspx?C=90be6905a0874fc29eaaf562f2e57bae&URL=mailto%3ajobs%40vestra.com
https://ssl.water.ca.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=mrsbmapp20302.ad.water.ca.gov+redir.aspx?C=90be6905a0874fc29eaaf562f2e57bae&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vestra.com%2f
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Other Announcements 
 

 The Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, and Geologists held a meeting 

via teleconference on January 28, 2011. The results of the meeting should be posted 

at their website.  The link below will take you to the BPELS web page outlining the 

committee and board meeting schedule and notices.  Future meeting materials will 

be linked on the same web page the week of the Board meeting.  

http://www.pels.ca.gov/about_us/schedule.shtml 

 

 

 CALGreen, the nation's first statewide green building code, is now mandatory for all 

new construction.  Check out http://www.bsc.ca.gov/CALGreen/ for more 

information, including links to voluntary training.  In addition, the Green California 

Summit and Exposition will be held April 19-20, 2011 at the Sacramento Convention 

Center (entrance is free!).  Go to http://www.green-technology.org/gcsummit/ for 

more information. 

 

 

 Keep your eyes open for a joint AEG-GeoInstitute half-day seminar on the updated 

seismic/ground motion analysis provisions in the new 2010 CBC.  Zia Zafir of Kleinfelder 

is leading the planning efforts to hold this event and present with Anne Rosinksi of CGS 

in mid- to late-March.  This event will be very similar to the full-day seminar that Anne 

and Zia led in summer of 2008 for the seismic/ground motion provisions of the 2007 

CBC. 

 

 The California Geological Survey (http://www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/Pages/index.aspx) 

announces the on-line release of several publications: 

January 1, 2011 - CGS Note 48 - Checklist for the Review of Engineering Geology 

and Seismology Reports for California Public Schools, Hospitals, and Essential 

Services Buildings  
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/information/publications/cgs_notes/note_48/note_48.pdf 

December 20, 2010 - Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone Maps and GIS data 
http://www.quake.ca.gov/gmaps/ap/ap_maps.htm 

December 17, 2010 - Radon Potential in Santa Cruz County 
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/minerals/hazardous_minerals/radon/Pages/Index.aspx#maps%20and%20reports 

December 6, 2010 - Landslide Inventory Maps for the Altamont, Livermore and 

Dublin 7.5-Minute Quadrangles, Alameda and Contra Costa Counties  
http://redirect.conservation.ca.gov/CGS/information/publications/lsim_norcal.htm 

  

http://www.pels.ca.gov/about_us/schedule.shtml
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/CALGreen/
http://www.green-technology.org/gcsummit/
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/information/publications/cgs_notes/note_48/note_48.pdf
http://www.quake.ca.gov/gmaps/ap/ap_maps.htm
http://www.consrv.ca.gov/cgs/minerals/hazardous_minerals/radon/Pages/Index.aspx#maps%20and%20reports
http://redirect.conservation.ca.gov/CGS/information/publications/lsim_norcal.htm
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NEW!  Tips for the Tech-savvy Geologist  
 

Google Earth (GE) Plug-Ins – USGS Topographic Maps and Historical Topographic Maps 

These are two really useful plug-ins for Google Earth.   

 

The plug-in will load in your “Temporary 

Places” in GE, and will need to be 

dragged into your “My Places.”  

Otherwise, you will have to load the 

plug-in each time you want to use it.  

From there, just zoom into your area of 

interest until the 7.5-minute grid lines 

show and click on the map title that 

you want.  The topo map will load in 

several seconds depending on your 

connection speed.  Once loaded, you 

can use the transparency bar at the 

bottom of the Places sidebar to toggle 

back and forth between the map and 

photo base.  The individual maps will 

then load in your “Temporary Places” 

and will be discarded when you close GE.  For a frequently used topo, drag the topo file to your “My 

Places”. 

Make sure to load the historical topo map plug-in which allows you to access an impressive number 

of historical topos! 

http://www.gelib.com/usgs-topographic-maps-2.htm  

http://www.gelib.com/historic-topographic-maps.htm 

 

 

U.S. Geological Atlas – Digitized by Texas A&M 

The Geologic Atlas of the United States is a set of 227 folios published by the U.S. Geological Survey 

between 1894 and 1945. Each folio includes both topographic and geologic maps for each quad 

represented in that folio, as well as description of the basic and economic geology of the area. The 

Geologic Atlas collection is maintained by Map and GIS Collections and Services within the TAMU 

Libraries.  Folios are available for download as JPG or TIFF images.   

http://repository.tamu.edu/handle/1969.1/2490 

 

 

Internet Archive – Source of historic public documents (e.g., CDMG, DWR, USBR) 

The Internet Archive is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that was founded to build an Internet library. Its purposes 

include offering permanent access for researchers, historians, scholars, people with disabilities, and 

the general public to historical collections that exist in digital format. Founded in 1996 and located in 

San Francisco, the Archive has been receiving data donations from Alexa Internet and others.  

http://www.archive.org/texts 

 

 

Got something you want to say?  Please contact one of the Section officers or the newsletter editor 

(for contact info see last page) with your news, announcement, job posting, or tech-savvy tip.  We’d 

be happy to post it in the next newsletter. 

  

http://www.gelib.com/usgs-topographic-maps-2.htm
http://www.gelib.com/historic-topographic-maps.htm
http://repository.tamu.edu/handle/1969.1/2490
http://www.archive.org/texts
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AEG Sacramento Section Event Calendar – 2011 

 

January 25th Speaker: Dr. Glen Borchardt, Soil Tectonics 

Aviator's, Sacramento "Building on Ancient Soils Immediately Adjacent to Active Faults" 

  

February 17th San Joaquin Chapter Speaker: Jerry De Graff, USDA Forest Service 

Old Spaghetti Factory, 

Fresno 

"The Matthieu Landslide-Dam Lake, Dominica, WI Experience" 

  

February 22nd Speaker: John Russell, State Water Resources Control Board 

Aviator's, Sacramento " Changes to the Underground Storage (UST) Tank Cleanup Fund " 

  

March 22nd Speaker: Dr. Ross Boulanger, Professor UC Davis 

TBD "Cyclic Failure and Liquefaction: Current Issues" 

  

April 22nd AEG Sacramento Section 2011 Field Exploration Expo 

 Wildlands Fire Training Center, McClellan Business Park 

  

April 26th Sacramento Section Annual Student Night 

TBD Speaker TBD 

  

May 24th Speaker: Bruce Hilton, National AEG President 

TBD " TBD " 

  

June 21st Speaker: TBD 

TBD " TBD " 

  

July No meeting - summer break 

  

August 21st Speaker: TBD 

TBD " TBD " 

  

September No meeting - Annual AEG Meeting in Anchorage, AK 

  

October Joint meeting with GeoInstitute 

TBD TBD 

  

November Speaker: TBD 

TBD " TBD " 

  

December Joint Holiday meeting with GRA 

TBD " TBD " 
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Newsletter Advertising 

 

Eighth Page (Business Card) - 2-in high by 3.5-in wide 

Quarter Page - 4-inches high by 3.5-inches wide 

Half Page - 4-inches high by 7-inches wide 

Full Page - 8-inches high by 7-inches wide 

 

Advertisements may be full color and include logos and other artwork.  Please provide a PDF 

or JPG format proof of the advertisement to be incorporated into the newsletter.  Questions 

regarding advertising may be directed to Garry Maurath, gmaurath@urscorp.com, 916-679-

2002 or Holly Nichols, hnichols@water.ca.gov, 916-376-9883. 

 

Advertising rates are based on a per-issue basis of the newsletter or all four issues over a one-

year period.  The newsletter is published on a quarterly basis. 

 

Advertisement Size     Cost per Issue  Cost per 4 qtr issues. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Eighth Page    $50    $150 

Quarter Page   $75    $225 

Half Page    $150    $450 

Full Page    $250    $750 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/Holly/Documents/AEG/Holly's%20files/Winter%202011/gmaurath@urscorp.com
mailto:hnichols@water.ca.gov
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Chair – Garry Maurath     Vice Chair – Pete Holland 

garry_maurath@urscorp.com    peter.holland@ausencovector.com 

916.679.2002      530.272.2448 

 

Treasurer – Tim McCrink     Secretary – Chase White 

Tim.McCrink@conservation.ca.gov   CAWhite@kleinfelder.com 

916.324.2549      916.366.1701 

 

Scholarship chair – Drew Kennedy    Newsletter Editor – Holly Nichols 

dkennedy@sageengineers.com    hnichols@water.ca.gov 

916.729.8050      916.376.9883 

 

Legislative chair – Bill Fraser    Membership chair – Theresa Butler 

billf@water.ca.gov     Teresa.k.butler@gmail.com 

916.227.4628 

 

Immediate past chair – John Pfeiffer 

pfeiffer@geoconinc.com 

916.852.9118 

 

Sponsorship chair – (vacant) 

 

Legislative committee –Bill Fraser, John Pfeiffer, Eric Chase, and Garry Maurath 

 

Lobbyist – Judy Wolen 

 

Section website:  www.aegsacto.org 

Section Officers 

mailto:garry_maurath@urscorp.com
mailto:peter.holland@ausencovector.com
mailto:Tim.McCrink@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:CAWhite@kleinfelder.com
mailto:dkennedy@sageengineers.com
mailto:hnichols@water.ca.gov
mailto:billf@water.ca.gov
mailto:Teresa.k.butler@gmail.com
pfeiffer@geoconinc.com

