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AEG Sacramento Section 
 

Greetings fellow AEG members, 
 

The annual meeting of AEG, held in Anchorage, Alaska this year, was a great success.  There were over 400 attendees, a 

lot of great sessions, and plenty of time to network and visit with old friends.  For those who were not able to make the 

trip I strongly encourage you to plan on attending the next annual meeting, which will be held in Salt Lake City during 

September 2012. 
 

Since our last newsletter, the K through 12 initiative has gotten off to a good start.  Sierra Nelmes is leading the effort to 

get organized, with help from Cindy Pridmore.  If you are interested in talking with students about geology, engineering 

geology, or what it’s like having a career in our profession please contact Sierra (slnelmes@gmail.com). 
 

Good news on the legislative front.  Governor Brown vetoed AB1210.  Although waiting until the last minute he did agree 

with the position taken by AEG that the legislation should be vetoed.  This ends a several month long effort by AEG to 

defeat the legislation that would basically have exempted Civil Engineers from the 2010 legislation establishing training 

requirements for preparing Storm Water Pollution Protection Plans.  A copy of the veto letter is included in this 

newsletter.  Thanks are due to Bill Fraser and the legislative committee as well as members of the legislative committees 

of the Bay Area and Southern California AEG sections.  
 

Looking forward to next month, our regularly scheduled meeting is being moved up one week to Tuesday November 15th 

2011.  This move is being made to accommodate the schedule of Scott Burns the 2011-2012 Jahns Lecturer.   I met with 

Scott at the annual meeting and he is very excited to be coming to 

Sacramento next month.   While here he will also be visiting UC Davis 

and CSU Sacramento to talk with students there and then heading over 

the hill to give a presentation at the AEG section in Reno, NV.   
 

We are also looking forward to what has become a great holiday 

tradition, the annual combined holiday meeting with GRA, and hope to 

see you there.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Garry Maurath, Chair AEG Sacramento Section 

916.679.2002 | garry.maurath@urs.com 

mailto:slnelmes@gmail.com
mailto:garry.maurath@urs.com
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AEG Sacramento Section 
 

Tuesday, November 15, 2011 

 
Location:   Aviatorõs Restaurant, Sacramento Executive Airport 

6151 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento, CA.  

Lots of free parking!  Link to map 

 

Speaker: Dr. Scott Burns, 2011 Jahnõs Lecturer 

 

Topic: òUrban Landslides ð Challenges to Forensic 

Engineering Geologists?"  

Agenda:   5:30ð6:30pm ð Social hour and student posters 

6:30-7:30pm ð Dinner  

7:30-8:30pm ð Speaker: Dr. Scott Burns 

8:30-8:45pm ð Questions 

 

Meeting Cost: $30 members (with RSVP) and $35 non-members  

There will be a $3 surcharge for no RSVP  

$5 students (no surcharge for student walk-ins)  

Student Sponsorships welcomed! Sponsor a student for $20  

 

We now have PayPal ð you can register and pay online at the 

AEG Sacramento Section Website 
Details are in this newsletter 

 

You may RSVP by going to -- http://www.aegsacto.org  or by sending 

an email to: Tim.McCrink@conservation.ca.gov  

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=6151+Freeport+Blvd,+Sacramento,+CA+95822&sll=38.511389,-121.502254&sspn=0.010108,0.017424&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=6151+Freeport+Blvd,+Sacramento,+California+95822&ll=38.515148,-121.500227&spn=0.010107,0
http://www.aegsacto.org/
mailto:Tim.McCrink@conservation.ca.gov
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PayPal is Here! 

 
AEG Sacramento Section is catching up with the times!  Starting with our next meeting on 

November 15th, weõll have our Online Registration and PayPal account up and running.  We 

also plan to use PayPal for purchase of our Publications.  Stay tuned! 

 

Go to the Meetings & Events tab on to sign up for the meeting, or click here: 

http://www.aegsacto.org/meetings/signup/ 

 

Youõll have the option to RSVP for the meeting and pay, or just RSVP.  You donõt need to 

have a PayPal account to pay online.  

http://www.aegsacto.org/meetings/signup/
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Speaker for AEG Sacramento Section ð November 15, 2011 

Urban Landslides ð Challenges to Forensic Engineering Geologists  

Dr. Scott Burns, 2011 Jahns Lecturer  

Each year landslides cause 25-50 deaths and on the average $3.5 billion in damage in the United States.  Many of these 

landslides occur in urban settings.  Figuring out what caused these landslides and also how to prevent them in urban 

settings can be a challenge to forensic engineering geologists and geotechnical engineers.  The talk will focus on lessons 

learned from case histories in urban settings, focusing on homes hit by landslides, homes that moved down the slope on 

landslides, reactivation of ancient landslides, triggers such as precipitation and earthquakes, and vacant lots.  

Development of susceptibility maps, especially using LiDAR imagery, will be included.  Different mitigation methods 

including different types of dewatering devices, walls, and freezing of the soil will be mentioned. In importance of lack of 

insurance for landslides on normal homeowner policies has great significance.   

 

Dr. Scott Burns has been named the 2011-2012 Richard H. Jahns Distinguished Lecturer 

in Engineering Geology.  Scott is a Professor of Geology at Portland State University 

(PSU) where he specializes in environmental and engineering geology, soils, 

geomorphology, Quaternary Geology and terroir.  He just finished his 21st year of 

teaching there and his 41st year of teaching at the university level (previous positions in 

Switzerland, New Zealand, Washington, Colorado and Louisiana). 

 

An author or co-author of two books, over 80 articles, and over 200 published 

abstracts, Scott has worked on research topics as diverse as landslide, debris flow, 

radon and earthquake hazard mapping, heavy metals and trace elements in soils, loess 

stratigraphy, slope stability, Missoula Floods, bio-geomorphology (pocket gophers, tree throw, and ants), alpine soil 

development, and terroir (relationship of geology, soils, climate and wine). 

 

He was president of AEG (2002-2003) and vice president (North America) for IAEG (2006-2010). He has received the the 

Public Service Award from GSA in 2011 and the Meritorius Service Award (2006) from the Engineering Geology Division 

(EGD) of Geological Society of America. He has been the Chair of the Engineering Geology Division and the Treasurer of 

the Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology Division (for 12 years) of GSA.  Scott has been an Associate Dean, chair of 

departments and president of faculty senates at three different universities, and president of one of the largest and 

oldest Rotary clubs in the world. Scott has won many awards for outstanding teaching with the most significant being 

the Faculty Senate Chair Award at Louisiana Tech University in 1987, the Distinguished Faculty Award from the PSU 

Alumni Association in 2001, and the George Hoffmann Award from PSU in 2007.  He actively helps local TV and radio 

stations and newspapers bring important geological news to the public. 

 

He has B.S. and M.S. degrees from Stanford University, plus a Ph.D. from the University of Colorado. Scott holds 

registrations in Oregon (RG and CEG) and a license in Washington (LG). Scott also is a consultant and an expert witness 

for law cases.  

 

The Jahns lectureship, established in 1988, is sponsored by the Association of Environmental and Engineering Geologists and the GSA Engineering 

Geology Division.  Its purpose is to provide funding for distinguished engineering geologists to present lectures at colleges and universities in order 

to increase awareness of students about careers in engineering geology.  The lectureship is named in honor of Dr. Richard H. Jahns (1915-1983), an 

engineering geologist who had a diverse and distinguished career in academia, consulting and government.  



AEG Sacramento Section Quarterly Newsletter Fall 2011 

 5 

Announcements 
 

 

¶ Mandatory fingerprinting for new engineers/surveyors. Governor Brown has signed into 

law SB 543 (Steinberg, D-Sacramento), which requires the fingerprinting of new 

applicants for PE and LS licensure. The bill also extends the sunset on the Board for 

Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists for four more years and deletes 

the Californiaðspecific structural engineering examination. 

 

¶ Gray water. Governor Brown signed into law AB 849 (Gatto, D-Burbank), which 

prohibits local ordinances that ban gray water systems and authorizes local gray water 

ordinances that are more restrictive than state standards.  

 

¶ Tax delinquents could lose professional licenses. Governor Brown has signed in to law 

AB 1424 (Perea, D-Fresno), which authorizes professional licensing boards, including 

BPELSG, to suspend or refuse to issue a license to a person who appears in one of the 

stateõs top 500 delinquent taxpayer lists. ACEC California and other organizations 

opposed the bill, because it would be counterproductive to take away the ability of 

delinquent taxpayers to generate the income they need to resolve their tax 

deficiencies. 

 

¶ GRA Meeting Wednesday, November 9th: The Sacramento branch of GRA is meeting 

at Aviatorõs in Sacramento where Mr. Casey Meirovitz will present on òHydrogeology in 

a Mixed-Up World: The importance of considering geologic heterogeneity in 

evaluating groundwater flow and groundwater/surface water interactions.ó  RSVP at 

www.grac.org/rsvp. 

 

¶ CalGeo will be presenting their Regional Membership Meeting & Webcast on 

Wednesday, November 9, 2011.  Professor Nicholas Sitar will be presenting on 

òSeismically Induced Lateral Earth Pressures: An Updateó.  The presentation will focus 

on latest results from centrifuge model studies and recent observations in large 

earthquakes, and their implications for a rational seismic design of retaining structures 

and basement walls. Registration is necessary; please click here 

http://www.calgeo.org/events/event-details.php?id=rZw to learn more and to 

download a flyer and registration form.  Registration is due by November 4th. 

 

¶ AGU Fall Meeting will take place between December 5 and 9, 2011 at the Moscone 

Convention Center in San Francisco.  For more information, visit the meeting website 

at www.agu.org/fallmeeting/ 

 

¶ REMINDER: Our holiday meeting with GRA is on December 14th.  Please start thinking 

about what items you want to bring to be raffled off; proceeds fund scholarships!  

¶ Have you let your AEG membership lapse?  Now is the time to renew!  Go to 

www.aegweb.org to get your membership up-to-date. 
  

http://www.grac.org/rsvp
http://www.calgeo.org/events/event-details.php?id=rZw
http://www.agu.org/fallmeeting/
http://www.aegweb.org/


AEG Sacramento Section Quarterly Newsletter Fall 2011 

 6 

Job Posting 

Geologist/Hydrologist 

VESTRA Resources is seeking candidates for Geologist/Hydrologist  with 5 to 10 

years related experience. This person will support and/or manage projects 

associated with site characterization and soil/groundwater remediation for 

various public and private sector clients. Projects include a mix of office and 

fieldwork responsibilities. Fieldwork includes drilling oversight, logging soil 

borings, installing wells/piezometers, sampling various media (groundwater, soil, 

surface water, etc.), aquifer testing, documenting activities onsite, and 

directing subcontractors. Office tasks include data reduction, report writing, 

aiding in the preparation of presentations, and coordinating logistics for field 

efforts.  
 

Qualifications include:  
¶ BS/MS in Hydrology, Geology or Hydrogeology or related field. 
¶ Knowledge and experience in California regulations associated with 

investigation, remediation, solid waste and water quality. 
¶ Experience in environmental consulting and/or ability to handle multiple 

projects simultaneously.  
¶ Project management experience, including demonstrated success in 

preparing project deliverables, managing projects schedules and budgets.  
¶ Proven client management and leadership skills.  
¶ Good communication skills - both verbal and written. 

¶ Self-motivated, strong initiative and work ethic, ability to work 

independently. 

¶ Ability to lift and move approximately 75 lbs., work in the field, operate a 

boat and ATV, and operate and calibrate field measurement equipment. 

 

VESTRA has a reputation for developing innovative and cost-effective solutions 

to address the environmental and engineering needs of our clients. For this 

reason, the ability to think creatively and follow through on ideas is essential.  
 

VESTRA is located in Northern California, an area ideal for the outdoor 

enthusiast. The surrounding area offers year-round recreational activities such 

as boating, skiing, hiking, bicycling, hunting, and fishing. Our community offers 

excellent schools, affordable housing, and access to cultural events. VESTRA 

offers competitive pay and benefits, 401k with employer contribution, and 

opportunity for professional growth. 
Send letter of interest, resume, references and salary requirements to Human 

Resources via jobs@vestra.com or fax to (530) 223-1145. Visit website for more 

information www.vestra.com  

https://ssl.water.ca.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=mrsbmapp20302.ad.water.ca.gov+redir.aspx?C=e43264be16ca4ed1b2aa1c3880ba28d8&URL=mailto%3ajobs%40vestra.com
https://ssl.water.ca.gov/owa/,DanaInfo=mrsbmapp20302.ad.water.ca.gov+redir.aspx?C=e43264be16ca4ed1b2aa1c3880ba28d8&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vestra.com%2f
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Sac State Rock Auction 
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Legislative Update 

 

 

AB1210 (Garrick) Water quality 

Stormwater discharge: Civil engineering activities 
 

This bill would have made the 

preparation of Storm Water 

Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPP) 

an exclusive civil engineering 

function and exempts civil 

engineers from the current training 

requirements for plan preparation.  

Engineering geologists and other 

professionals who have completed 

specialized training are currently 

preparing these plans.  The bill 

passed the Assembly and Senate 

and was sent to the Governorõs 

office for ratification.   

 

Sacramento Section, as well as the 

Southern California and San 

Francisco Sections, opposed the 

legislation and actively sought its 

amendment through our legislative 

advocate Judy Wolen.  The bill was 

heard by the Senate Business 

Professions and Economic 

Development Committee on July 

6, 2011.  Joe Cota and Garry 

Maurath spoke in opposition to the 

bill on behalf of AEG.  As a result of 

their effective testimony and 

growing opposition from other 

interest groups the bill eventually 

vetoed by the Governor.    
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Tips for the Tech-savvy Geologist  
 

Lidar Data and Analysis Tools 

 
Anyone interested in working with lidar high-resolution topographic data needs to go to:  

http://opentopography.org/ 

 

This site provides access to free data ð primarily along active faults ð as well as analysis tools, tutorials 

and links to other data sources.  One dataset of possible interest to Sacramento Section members is 

the revised data products for the Lake Tahoe Basin.  This dataset, collected in 2010, covers a 941 km2 

area around the lake and includes a hydro-enforced bare earth DEM. 

 

The folks from Open Topography, UC Davis KeckCAVES (Center for Active Visualization in the Earth 

Sciences) and the Southern California Earthquake Center (SCEC) recently held a workshop at UC 

Davis on the use of lidar for geologic analyses.  The workshop presentations, data, and videos from 

this and previous workshops are also available on the Open Topography website.   Other lidar tools 

and information are available at: 

http://keckcaves.org/ 

 

 

 

 

Got something you want to say?  Please contact one of the Section officers or the newsletter editor 

(for contact info see last page) with your news, announcement, job posting, or tech-savvy tip.  Weõd 

be happy to post it in the next newsletter. 

  

AEG History and Mission 

The Association of Engineering Geologists was originally founded as the California Association of 

Engineering Geologists (CAEG) in 1957.  The original group met in Sacramento and quickly added 

sections in the Bay Area and Southern California. In 1963, CAEG became the Association of 

Engineering Geologists (AEG) after the first non-California Section was formed in Denver, Colorado.  

AEG was developed to meet the professional needs of geologists who are applying their scientific 

training and experience to the broad field of civil and environmental engineering.  Engineering 

geologists work in close coordination with construction, foundation and highway engineers, hydraulic 

engineers and hydrologists and with environmental professionals in environmental remediation, city 

planning and natural hazard risk reduction.  The mission of AEG is to provide leadership in the 

development and application of geologic principles and knowledge to serve engineering, 

environmental and public needs.  AEG members represent geological engineers and geologists in 

practice, academic and governmental positions. 

http://opentopography.org/
http://keckcaves.org/
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Sponsorships 
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AEG Sacramento Section Event Calendar ð 2011 

 

January 25th Speaker: Dr. Glen Borchardt, Soil Tectonics 

Aviator's, Sacramento "Building on Ancient Soils Immediately Adjacent to Active Faults" 

  

February 22nd Speaker: John Russell, State Water Resources Control Board 

Aviator's, Sacramento " Changes to the Underground Storage (UST) Tank Cleanup Fund " 

  

March 22nd Speaker: Dr. Ross Boulanger, Professor UC Davis 

Aviator's, Sacramento "Cyclic Failure and Liquefaction: Current Issues" 

  

April 22nd AEG Sacramento Section 2011 Field Exploration Expo 

 Wildlands Fire Training Center, McClellan Business Park 

  

April 26th Sacramento Section Annual Student Night:  

Sudwerk, Davis Charles Real, California Geological Survey, òReducing Tsunami Risk in 

Californiaó 

  

May 24th Speaker: Bruce Hilton, National AEG President 

Aviator's, Sacramento " CA High Speed Train ð How to Cross Active Faults at 250mph" 

  

June 28th Speaker: Bob Tepel 

Aviatorõs, Sacramento " Engineering Geology for the 21st Century " 

  

July No meeting - summer break 

  

August 23rd Speaker: Dr. Bhaskar Thapa (Jacobõs Associates) 

Cocoõs, Citrus Heights " Caldecott Tunnel Fourth Bore Project " 

  

September No meeting - Annual AEG Meeting in Anchorage, AK 

  

October 25th Joint meeting with GeoInstitute, Speakers: Dr. Ross Boulanger and 

Dr. Les Harder 

Sudwerk, Davis òGeotechnical Aspects of the March 11, 2011 Tohoku Earthquake, 

Japanó 

  

November 15th Speaker: Dr. Scott Burns, 2011 Jahnõs Lecturer 

Aviatorõs, Sacramento " Urban Landslides ð Challenges to Forensic Engineering Geologists " 

  

December 14th Joint Holiday meeting with GRA 

Aviatorõs, Sacramento " TBD " 
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Newsletter Advertising 

 

Eighth Page (Business Card) - 2-in high by 3.5-in wide 

Quarter Page - 4-inches high by 3.5-inches wide 

Half Page - 4-inches high by 7-inches wide 

Full Page - 8-inches high by 7-inches wide 

 

Advertisements may be full color and include logos and other artwork.  Please provide a PDF 

or JPG format proof of the advertisement to be incorporated into the newsletter.  Questions 

regarding advertising may be directed to Garry Maurath, gmaurath@urscorp.com, 916-679-

2002 or Holly Nichols, hnichols@water.ca.gov, 916-376-9883. 

 

Advertising rates are based on a per-issue basis of the newsletter or all four issues over a one-

year period.  The newsletter is published on a quarterly basis. 

 

Advertisement Size     Cost per Issue  Cost per 4 qtr issues. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Eighth Page    $50    $150 

Quarter Page   $75    $225 

Half Page    $150    $450 

Full Page    $250    $750 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/Holly/Documents/AEG/Holly's%20files/Winter%202011/gmaurath@urscorp.com
mailto:hnichols@water.ca.gov
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Chair ð Garry Maurath 
 

 
 

 

Vice Chair ð Pete Holland 

  

garry_maurath@urscorp.com  

  

mailto:peter.holland@conservation.ca.gov  

  

916.679.2002 

  

916.322.9993 

  
 

    

 
 

 

Treasurer ð Tim McCrink 

 

 

Secretary ð Chase White 

  

Tim.McCrink@conservation.ca.gov  

  

CAWhite@kleinfelder.com 

  
916.324.2549 

  
916.366.1701 

  
 

   
 

 

Scholarship chair ð Drew Kennedy  
 

 
 

 

Newsletter Editor ð Holly Nichols 

  

dkennedy@sageengineers.com  

  

hnichols@water.ca.gov 

  
916.729.8050 

  
916.376.9883 

  
 

         

  
Legislative chair ð Bill Fraser 

  
Membership chair ð Theresa Butler 

  

billf@water.ca.gov  

  

Teresa.k.butler@gmail.com 

  

916.227.4628 

    
 

 

 

 

   

  
Immediate past chair ð John Pfeiffer 

  
K-12 Initiative chair – Sierra Nelmes 

  

pfeiffer@geoconinc.com  

  
snelmes@taberconsultants.com 

  
916.852.9118 

   

      

       

Sponsorship chair ð (vacant) 

 

K-12 committee ð Sierra Nelmes, Garry Maurath 

 

Legislative committee ðBill Fraser, John Pfeiffer, Eric Chase, and Garry Maurath 

 

Lobbyist ð Judy Wolen 

 

Section website:  www.aegsacto.org 

Section Leadership 

mailto:garry_maurath@urscorp.com
mailto:peter.holland@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:Tim.McCrink@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:dkennedy@sageengineers.com
mailto:billf@water.ca.gov
file:///C:/Users/Holly/Documents/AEG%20Newsletter/Holly's%20files/Winter%202011/pfeiffer@geoconinc.com
mailto:snelmes@taberconsultants.com

