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MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENT &

SPEAKER ABSTRACT

Section Meeting Date:

Meeting Location:

Meeting Time:

SACRAMENTO

The Future of Our Profession:
  The Role of Universities, Employers,

the ASBOG exam and AEG

SPEAKER: Scott F. Burns
Portland State University

Abstract

April 26, 2005, 6:00 - 9:00 PM (Tuesday)
Sudwerks in Davis, 2001 Second Street, adjacent to
 I-80:  get off at Richards, turn right, right on 5th, then
right on L St ;left on Second St to Sudwerks, under the
Pole Line Rd bridge superstructure fronting I-80 Fwy.

6:00 - 6:45 Sign-In & Social Hour
6:45 - 7:45 Dinner
7:45 - 8:00 Announcements
8:00 - 8:45 Talk & Slide Show

Our profession continues to grow and be healthy, but are universities keeping up in training qualified
students for our entry-level positions?  As universities continue to be starved for money, more and more
pressure is put on professors to obtain research grants.  Most of these grants are in the more theoretical
areas of geology.  Modeling is “king”.  Departments hire faculty members based on grant-getting abilities
and not on needs of the profession.  Students do theses where the grant money is.  Departments are getting
away from “field-related” courses in their requirements.  Consequently, students are not as prepared to
enter the applied arena as they used to be!  They are not prepared for the ASBOG exam.  Employers and
AEG can help this dilemma by advising departments.  A current committee in AEG is working on this
problem.
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Scott F. Burns
Professor of Geology

Portland State University

Past AEG National President

Scott Burns was the president of AEG two years ago.  He is a Professor of Geology at Portland State
University where he is in his 15th year of teaching. He has been teaching for 35 years, with past positions in
Switzerland, New Zealand, Washington, Colorado and Louisiana.  Scott specializes in environmental and
engineering geology, geomorphology, soils, and Quaternary geology. He has projects involving landslides
and land use, environmental cleanup of service stations, slope stability, landslide and earthquake hazard
mapping, Missoula Flood paleosols, loess soil stratigraphy, radon generation from soils, and the distribution
of heavy metals and trace elements in Oregon soils. Scott has won many awards for outstanding teaching
with the most significant being the Faculty Senate Chair Award at Louisiana Tech University in 1987 and the
Distinguished Faculty Award from the Portland State in 2001.  He has authored over 95 publications and
has had over 26 research grants.  He was editor of AEG’s 1998 publication: Environmental, Groundwater
and Engineering Geology: Applications from Oregon.

He has a BS and MS degree from Stanford University and a Ph.D. from the University of Colo-
rado. He has held several positions in the past: president of the Oregon Society of Soil Scientists, chair of
the Oregon Section of AEG, chair of the engineering geology division of the Geological Society of America,
Associate Dean for the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Portland State, fellow of the Kellogg
National Leadership Program, and president of the faculty senates of three universities. Scott enjoys all
sports, especially basketball, skiing, hiking, swimming, tennis, and golf.  He has been married for 28 years to
Glenda, and they have three children: Lisa (27), Doug (23) and Tracy (20).
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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL
(OR E-MAIL BY CLICKING LINK BELOW)

To: Lisa Breckenridge (Wallace-Kuhl & Associates, Inc.)
e-mail: LBreckenridge@wallace-kuhl.com

Phone: 916.372.1434
Fax: 916.290.5429 From:_________________________________

Or you can sign up online at:
 www.aegsacto.org

Subject: April 2005 AEG Sac Section Meeting

Date: April 26, 2005 (Tuesday Evening)

Place: Sudwerks in Davis
2001 Second Street, Davis

Time: 6:00  PM  - Social
6:45  PM - Dinner
7:45  PM - Announcements
8:00  PM - Speaker
9:00  PM - Close Meeting

Dinner will be buffet style and will include a vegetarian lasagna (Spinach and broccoli, layered
with lasagna noodles, melted mozzarella cheese and parmesan cheese, topped with a white
cream sauce) and Sudwerks Sauerbraten (tender marinated beef and gravy).  Accompani-
ments will include Caesar salad, steamed vegetables and mashed potatoes.

  Cost is $28 for members (with RSVP) and $30 for non-members*

  Notes*:First 5 RSVP Students Eat For Free; Student Walk-Ins Cost $10  ;
   Alcoholic beverages for those over 21 are available at the facility on a cash basis.

Become a Sponsor!Become a Sponsor!Become a Sponsor!Become a Sponsor!Become a Sponsor!
And Have Your Company’s Logo and Contact Information Displayed Here!

If you or your firm works with or in the geoscience community, contact Eric Chase (echase
@ensr.com) for sponsoring opportunities in this publication. Your contribution as a
sponsor company is tax deductible.
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AEG-SAC Section
<http://www.aegsacto.org>

   Contact List

2005/Officers & Committee Chairs

Section Chairperson: Legislation and Regulatory Affairs:
Bruce Hilton Marcia Kiesse, Chair
Kleinfelder Inc. California Department of Transportation
3077 Fite Circle 5900 Folsom Blvd.
Sacramento, California 95827 Sacramento, CA 95819
(916) 366-1701 (916)227-6942
bhilton@kleinfelder.com marcia_kiesse@dot.ca.gov

Vice-Chairperson: National Newsletter Correspondent:
 Darcie Forma Stephen Testa
Wallace-Kuhl & Associates, Inc. Testa Environmental Corp.
3050 Industrial Blvd. (209)754-1422
West Sacramento, CA 95691 stesta@goldrush.com
 (916) 372-1434
dforma@wallace-kuhl.com Scholarship Chair:

Keith Millard
Youngdahl Consulting Group, Inc.

Secretary: 1234 Glenhaven Court
T. Nathan Manley El Dorado Hills, California 95762
Geocon, Inc. (916) 933-0633
3160 Gold Valley Drive, Suite 800 mail@youngdahl.net
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742
(916) 362-5879 Webmaster (Vacant)
tnmanley@sbcglobal.net for more information, contact Nate Manley

Treasurer:
Victoria Walker
Youngdahl Consulting Group, Inc. North Valley Chapter:
1234 Glenhaven Court Jim Bianchin, Chapter Chair
El Dorado Hills, California 95762 Curry Group, Inc.
(916) 933-0633 6724 Lockheed Drive, Suite 4
vdw@youngdahl.net Redding, CA 96002

(530)223-1277
Membership Chair: jbianchin@currygroup.com
Pat Fischer
Blackburn Consulting Inc. Sponsorship Chair:
3265 Fortune Court Eric Chase
Auburn, CA 95602 ENSR Northern California
(530) 887-1494 (916) 362-7100
patf@blackburnconsulting.com echase@ensr.com


